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Trainee means a foreign national who 
has either: 

(1) A degree or professional certifi-
cate from a foreign post-secondary aca-
demic institution and at least one year 
of prior related work experience in his/ 
her occupational field acquired outside 
the United States, or 

(2) Five years of work experience out-
side the United States in his/her occu-
pational field, and who enters the 
United States to participate in a struc-
tured and guided work-based training 
program in his/her specific occupa-
tional field. 

Training program means a structured 
and guided work-based learning pro-
gram set forth in an individualized 
Trainee/Internship Placement Plan (T/ 
IPP) that enhances both a trainee’s un-
derstanding of American culture and 
society and his/her skills in his/her oc-
cupational field through exposure to 
American techniques, methodologies, 
and expertise. 

[58 FR 15196, Mar. 19, 1993. Redesignated at 64 
FR 54539, Oct. 7, 1999, as amended at 72 FR 
33673, June 19, 2007] 

§ 62.3 Sponsor eligibility. 
(a) Entities eligible to apply for des-

ignation as a sponsor of an exchange 
visitor program are: 

(1) United States local, state and fed-
eral government agencies; 

(2) International agencies or organi-
zations of which the United States is a 
member and which have an office in 
the United States; or 

(3) Reputable organizations which are 
‘‘citizens of the United States,’’ as that 
term is defined in § 62.2. 

(b) To be eligible for designation as a 
sponsor, an entity is required to: 

(1) Demonstrate, to the Department 
of State’s satisfaction, its ability to 
comply and remain in continual com-
pliance with all provisions of part 62; 
and 

(2) Meet at all times its financial ob-
ligations and responsibilities attendant 
to successful sponsorship of its ex-
change program. 

§ 62.4 Categories of participant eligi-
bility. 

Sponsors may select foreign nation-
als to participate in their exchange vis-
itor programs. Participation by foreign 

nationals in an exchange visitor pro-
gram is limited to individuals who 
shall be engaged in the following ac-
tivities in the United States: 

(a) Student. An individual who is: 
(1) Studying in the United States: 
(i) Pursuing a full course of study at 

a secondary accredited educational in-
stitution; 

(ii) Pursuing a full course of study 
leading to or culminating in the award 
of a U.S. degree from a post-secondary 
accredited educational institution; or 

(iii) Engaged full-time in a prescribed 
course of study of up to 24 months du-
ration conducted by: 

(A) A post-secondary accredited edu-
cational institution; or 

(B) An institute approved by or ac-
ceptable to the post-secondary accred-
ited educational institution where the 
student is to be enrolled upon comple-
tion of the non-degree program; 

(2) Engaged in academic training as 
permitted in § 62.23(f); or 

(3) Engaged in English language 
training at: 

(i) A post-secondary accredited edu-
cational institution, or 

(ii) An institute approved by or ac-
ceptable to the post-secondary accred-
ited educational institution where the 
college or university student is to be 
enrolled upon completion of the lan-
guage training. 

(b) Short-term scholar. A professor, re-
search scholar, or person with similar 
education or accomplishments coming 
to the United States on a short-term 
visit for the purpose of lecturing, ob-
serving, consulting, training, or dem-
onstrating special skills at research in-
stitutions, museums, libraries, post- 
secondary accredited educational insti-
tutions, or similar type of institutions. 

(c) Trainee. An individual partici-
pating in a structured training pro-
gram conducted by the selecting spon-
sor. 

(d) Teacher. An individual teaching 
full-time in a primary or secondary ac-
credited educational institution. 

(e) Professor. An individual primarily 
teaching, lecturing, observing, or con-
sulting a post-secondary accredited 
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